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    JC GEOGRAPHY  

                                                   Paper 527/01 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
The number of candidates who sat for the Junior Certificate Geography paper 1 examination in 2019 has 

decreased to 10 677 from the previous year’s 10 942 which shows a decrease of 265 candidates. The 

examination tested candidates on the following assessment objectives; knowledge with understanding, 

analysis and interpretation as well as judgement and decision making. The examination has three sections: 

Section A - Swaziland, Section B - SADC and Section C - Countries outside Africa which makes six 

questions in all. From these three sections, candidates were expected to choose and answer one question 

from each. However, the observation was that some candidates answered more than the required three 

questions and others answered less than the required number of questions. All these were rubric cases 

and most of these candidates scored minimal number marks. 

 

The candidates who sat for this examination failed to score maximum marks. The questions where they 

were expected to develop their points in an explanation form were also a challenge to most candidates. 

Most candidates just gave simple statements, whereas, they were expected to fully explain. Teachers may 

need to assist candidates in this as it makes them loose marks. Negative statements also made a lot of 

candidates to loose marks. 

 

Questions which proved to be popular were from the two questions in Section A Swaziland and question 3 

on South Africa and question 5 on Japan and the Netherlands. Questions 4 on Botswana and Lesotho 

and Namibia as well as Question 6 on India and Brazil were unpopular as very few candidates attempted 

them. Sub-questions which were a challenge were Question 1(a) (ii) and (iii), Question 1 (b)(i) and (ii), 

Question 2 (b)(ii) and (iii), Question 1(c), Question 3(b) (i) and (ii), Question 4(a (iii)  and Question 

4(c), Question 5(a)(iii), Question 5(c) and  Question 6(a) (ii). 

 

The following areas still need to be focused on or improved: 

Candidates still attempt all questions in the paper whereas the instruction clearly states that they should 

attempt three questions. The candidates who wrote all questions scored very low marks.  

Candidates showed lack of understanding of some of the questions especially the key words like ‘economic 

uses of rivers’ in Question 1 (a) (ii), ‘limitations Japan has for industrial development’ in Question 5(c). 

They wrote answers which showed that they did not understand the requirements of the question which 

made them loose marks. 

 

Sections B and C had some candidates who got very low marks with some not attempting even a single 

question from these sections. It appears the candidates still have a challenge in these two sections 

although there is an improvement in the performance of those candidates who were able to attempt 

questions from these sections. It is highly recommended that any user of this report should read it in 

conjunction with the question paper so as to enhance better understanding of its contents. 
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COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 

 

SECTION A – SWAZILAND 

 

Question 1 

 

This was the most popular question among candidates and it was well done in some sub-sections. 

 

(a)   Forestry is one main economic activities in Eswatini. 
 
        (i)    Name the region where most exotic forests are found in Eswatini.           [1] 
 

This question was poorly done. The correct answer was Highveld. Most candidates were giving 
areas where exotic tress are found in the country like Shiselweni forestry, peak timbers. Others 
gave names of administrative regions such as Shiselweni and Hhohho. 

 

        (ii)   Give two uses of indigenous trees of Eswatini.              [2] 

 

This question was well answered. The correct responses were wood carving, construction, edible 

fruit, ornaments, feeding livestock, cultural purpose, furniture making, pharmaceuticals,   

 

        (iii)  Explain any two causes for forest fires.              [4] 

 

Most candidates gave the causes of forest fires but failed to explain hence they could not get 

maximum marks. The correct responses were smoking out bees- then the fire is left that burn the 

forest, lightning – burns the trees when it strikes the forest, burning for fun – some people are 

fascinated by the sight of the fire, striking workers – usually burn the forests in protest, smoking 

cigarettes- throwing the but on the ground, wildfires- from nearby communities. 

  

(b)   Study Photographs A and B which shows types of tourism. 

 

        (i)    Name any three tourist attraction areas in Eswatini.               [3] 

 

This question was done well by most candidates. Those who failed to score maximum marks 

only mentioned the areas without the attraction. Some gave answers of the different areas with 

the same attraction like Mlilwane,Hlane, Mlawula which are all game reserves. The correct 

responses are: Mahamba gorge, Mantenga falls, Mlilwane/Hlane/Mlawula/Malolotja game 

reserves, national archives, Maguga dam, Nsangwini rock paintings, Sibebe rock, and Lobamba 

national museum. 

 

        (ii)   What type of tourism is shown in Photograph A only.             [2] 

 

This question was poorly done because the candidates failed to interpret the photograph. The 

candidates stated the activity or ceremony that was depicted in the photograph. The correct 

response was ecotourism. The candidates gave answers such as umhlanga ceremony, cultural 

tourism, and traditional tourism which did not score. 
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        (iii)  State one benefit of tourism to the country.               [2] 

 

This question was well answered, with the correct answers as follows: provide income, job 

opportunities/employment, improve infrastructure, preserve local culture, conserve wildlife, 

promote craft industry, support local transport, source of foreign exchange, generate GDP, 

demand agricultural products, and boosts the economy. 

 
(c)    Suggest three measures that the Government of Eswatini could put in place to promote tourism 

in Eswatini.                                [6] 
 

This question was well answered hence most candidates got maximum marks. The correct responses 
were: establishment of the ministry of tourism, extending operation hours at border gates, passing of 
laws that con serve wildlife, increase staff training in the hospitality industry, locals are trained to be 
friendly to tourists, the country is kept clean, scrapping of visas for other countries/ cancellation of 
certificates for minors, ensuring political stability, increase /strengthen security, rent a car services 
offering tour guides and improved infrastructure. 

 

Question 2 

 

This question was popular among the candidates and it was done well. 

 

(a)   Most people of Eswatini practice subsistence farming. 

 

        (i)    What does subsistence crop farming mean?                [1] 

 

This question was well answered. Most candidates got the answer correct. The correct response  

was growing crops and rearing livestock for home consumption/use. The key phrase was 

      home consumption/ use. 

 

        (ii)   Name any two crops grown under subsistence farming. 

 

This question was well done. Quite a few candidates mentioned vegetables and cash crops such 

spinach, cotton, sugarcane and wheat. The correct responses are; maize, beans, jugo beans, 

sorghum, pumpkins, butternut, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, cassava, and watermelons. 

 

        (iii)  Explain any two physical causes of low output under subsistence farming.          [4] 

 

This question was poorly done by most candidates. The majority failed to spot the key word which 

was physical and they listed any other causes for low output under subsistence farming such as 

small piece of land, seeds from previous harvest, lack of capital. The correct responses were: 

drought/lack of rainfall – once the rains scarce the crops are affected, infertile soils – poor soils 

lead to low crop yield, hailstorms – which usually destroys the crops, pests and diseases – which 

attacks the crops and lowers yields, shrinking pastures – caused soil erosion leading low yield, 

unreliable rainfall – late or early rains damages the crops. 
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(b)   Study Photographs C and D, which show two types of farming systems in Eswatini. 

(i)    List three physical inputs in a farming system.                 [3] 

 

The question was done well and the key word was natural input. They were able to give correct 

responses such as sunshine/sunlight, soils, undulating land, temperature, rainfall/water. A few 

candidates mentioned inputs such as seeds, fertilizer, kraal manure which did not score any 

marks. 

  

        (ii)   Identify the farming system shown in Photograph C.              [2] 

 

Most candidates failed to identify the farming system shown in photograph C, instead they talked 

about what they saw being used such as the use draught animals in ploughing or use plough by 

oxen. The correct response was subsistence or traditional farming. 

 

        (iii)  Using Photograph D, state one advantage of the farming system shown.                      [2] 

 

Some candidates failed to identify the farming system shown by the photograph which was large 

scale commercial farming. The correct responses were; large area cultivated, leads to high 

yields; use of machine technology/ highly mechanised, allows cultivation in dry areas, use of 

irrigation and farming activities carried out throughout the year. 

 

(c)   Suggest any three negative impacts of large scale commercial farming on the environment.  

                                          [6] 

The key phrase on this question was ‘negative impacts on the environment’ and it was poorly 

answered by most candidates as they seem not to have understood that question required negative 

impacts of large scale commercial farming on the environment. Some of the responses were general 

problems encountered by large scale commercial farming such as drought, high temperatures, and 

problems encountered by the people such as resettlement, loss pastures/agricultural land. The correct 

responses were: chemical pollution/ eutrophication, deforestation/cutting down of trees, loss of 

habitat, loss of fauna and flora, increasing global warming, soil erosion, soil compaction, soil 

exhaustion/loss of soil fertility, water reduction in rivers and salinization. 
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SECTION B – SADC  

 

Question 3 – Republic of South Africa 

This question on the Republic of South Africa was very popular amongst candidates in this section and it 

was generally performed well. 

 

(a)   (i)     Name the ocean found on the eastern part of South Africa.             [1] 

 

Most of the candidates got this question correct. Those who got it wrong had given response as 

Atlantic Ocean. The correct answer was Indian Ocean. 

        (ii)   Give two factors influencing the climate of South Africa.             [2] 

Few candidates got this question correctly. Some of the responses they gave included the ocean 

currents such as warm Mozambique currents and the cold Benguela current. The correct 

response was: altitude, latitude, ocean currents, winds and distance from the sea. 

        (iii)  Explain two factors which favour the growing of maize in South Africa.           [4] 

This question was well answered with enough explanation as the question expected. Some 

candidates went on to quantify the temperature and rainfall figures. The correct responses were: 

warm temperatures (19-24) – which promotes growth, rainfall availability (500-700mm) – leads 

to high yields/output, frost free summers – encourages growth, sandy/well drained/fertile loamy 

soils give high yields/output, gentle sloping land – allow use of machinery. 

 

(b)   Study Figure 1 below which shows two methods of mining A and B. 

 

        (i)    State three factors which favour the mining of coal in South Africa.           [3] 

 

Most candidates were listing the factors without the descriptive words such as availability, 

nearness, abundance, proximity. These descriptive words are vital when answering such 

questions as they describe the factor rather than just stating labour or water. If the candidates 

listed, they lost marks. The correct answers expected were: availability of labour (skilled and 

unskilled), availability of market, availability of power/electricity, abundance water supply, 

abundant coal deposit, availability of capital/investors, coal seams are close to the surface, 

improved mining technology.   

        (ii)   Name the mining method shown as A in Figure 1.              [2] 

This question was well answered, as most candidates were able to name the mining method 

shown as A in figure 1 as open cast/surface/open pit. 

        (iii)  Describe the mining method shown as B in Figure 1.              [2]  

Candidates were able to identify the mining method shown as B in figure 1 as vertical shaft but 

failed to describe it. The expected correct responses were: vertical shaft is sunk to reach the 

deposits, horizontal tunnels/galleries are dug to access the mineral, the rock is blasted and rock 

taken up to the surface by conveyers. 
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(c)   Suggest three problems of mining to the environment.                         [6] 

The question required candidates to give problems of mining on the environment. Some candidates 

gave problems to the people such as rock fall leading to death, respiratory diseases such as asthma, 

tuberculosis, lung diseases, loss of land for settlement, loss of pastures/grazing lands. The expected 

correct responses: removal of vegetation/deforestation, soil erosion, displaces animals, loss of scenic 

beauty/mine dumps, slime dams, destroy ozone layer, loss of biodiversity, pollution (air, noise, land, 

water). 

Question 4 

The question on Botswana, Lesotho and Namibia was the most unpopular in this examination. The 

performance was poor. 

 

(a)   (i)     Name the neighbouring country found in the Northern part of Namibia.                      [1] 

 

Most candidates failed to name the neighbouring country found on the northern part of the 

country. They listed some members of the SADC community such as Botswana, South Africa, 

and Lesotho. The correct answer was Angola.  

        (ii)   Name any two rivers found in Nambia.                [2] 

The candidates were able to list at least one river; Orange River was the common answer. The 

correct answers were: Okavango, Kunene, Fish, Konkiep, Kwando, Auob, Nossob, Omatoko, 

Kuiseb, Omuramba and Onwaba. 

        (iii)  Explain two physical factors that favour the location of the Citroen car assembly plant in 

Namibia.                    [4] 

This question was challenging to most candidates. The candidates were unable to identify 

physical factors favouring location of the Citroen car assembly plant. They gave locational factors 

such as availability of labour, availability transportation, access to capital, and availability of 

power. The correct responses were: large relatively flat /undulating land – to allow the long 

assembly line/expansion, nearness to the sea port – for easy transportation, nearness to water 

supply- to wash and cool engines, located away from the ocean – to avoid corrosion, geologically 

stable earth surface – to accommodate the weight of the cars.  

 

(b)   (i)    List three strategies used by the government of Botswana to promote tourism.           [3] 

 

This question was well done. The candidates seemed to have used information from tourism in 

eSwatini. They were able to give the following correct answers: advertising, promoting cultural 

activities, grading and classification of hotel accommodation, and having more tourist attraction 

areas, e.g. ecotourism entertainment. 

 

       (ii)    Name the type of farming shown in Photograph E.              [2] 

 

There were few candidates who were able to identify and name the type of farming as: the 

livestock farming/cattle farming. 
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        (iii)  State two effects of the type of farming shown in the environment.                  [2] 

Most of the candidates were unable to state the effects of livestock farming on the environment. 

The correct answers were: overgrazing/overstocking, soil erosion, cattle trails, 

releasing/emission of methane. 

(c)   Suggest three ways by which the climate of Lesotho affects economic activities.                 [6] 

This question was poorly done by the few candidates who attempted it. The candidates gave climatic 

conditions but to suggest how they affect economic activities i.e. Drought – shortage of rainfall. 

Whereas the correct responses were; drought/unreliable rainfall – reduces agricultural 

activities/produce. Other correct responses include: cold temperature – which makes it difficult for any 

economic activity, frost in winter – restricts movement of people and goods in winter, heavy rainfall – 

flooding makes movement difficult. 
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SECTION C – COUNTRIES OUTSIDE AFRICA  

Question 5 – MEDC’S: Japan and Netherlands. 

This question on Japan and Netherlands (MEDC’S) was the most popular question amongst candidates in 

this section and those who attempted it performed very well except for a few sub – sections. 

 

(a)   The surface area of Netherlands is increasing because of land reclamation. 

        (i)    What is land reclamation?                 [1] 

  

Most candidates provided the correct response to this question which required them to define 

land reclamation as creating usable land from land covered by water/wetlands/marshland. Those 

who failed to score a marks are those who left the phrase ‘covered by 

water/wetlands/marshlands’. 

 

        (ii)   List any two ways used to reclaim land in the Netherlands.             [2] 

 

  Most candidates were able to list the ways in which land is reclaimed in the Netherlands i.e. 

empoldering and landfill. Some of the candidates gave poldering as a response or filling with clay 

or concrete. 

  

        (iii)  Explain two reasons why the land is reclaimed in the Netherlands?                     [4] 

 

Most of the candidates got this question correct. Some candidates failed to explain the two 

reasons why the land is reclaimed, their responses were; land was reclaimed for farming and 

livestock keeping/crop growing yet they were supposed to mention that the land was reclaimed 

for settlement, industrial development – create more land for industry, to reduce flooding – 

caused by low altitude of the country, increase farmlands. 

 

(b)   Study photograph F and G which shows two fishing methods used in Japan, 
 
       (i)     List three factors that promote the fishing industry in Japan.            [3] 
 

Most candidates were able to list the factors that promote fishing in Japan although some lost  
marks because they referred to fishing problems instead of the promotional factors. The correct 
responses expected were; Japan’s fishing grounds are rich in plankton, a large variety of  
fish are found in Japan, the Japanese use new fishing technology, there are a lot of fish  
where the two ocean currents meet, Japan has an indented coastline, they control  
overfishing and also large market as fish is the main source of protein. 

  
       (ii)    Name the fishing method shown in Photograph F. 
 

Generally, candidates had challenges with writing the correct fishing method which was; coastal 
/In-shore or line fishing. 

 
        (iii)  Describe the fishing method shown in photograph G. 
 

A majority of candidates were able to correctly describe the fishing method as; fishing away from 
the coast, they travel long distances to the ocean, large vessels are used and factory ships and 
refrigerators accompany trawlers. 
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(c)   Suggest three limitations Japan has for industrial development.                        [6] 

Most candidates in this question were able to explain the limitations of Japan on industrial 

development.as ;Shortage of minerals – the country lacks raw materials which she ends up importing 

from other countries, which is a challenge to industrial development, Natural disasters – the country 

is frequently attacked by natural disasters which destroy infrastructure, Aging population – the country 

has lack of able – bodied workers and Mountainous country – the country lack enough space to build 

industries.  

Question 6 

Brazil and India (LEDC’S)  

This question on India and Brazil (LEDC’S) was unpopular amongst candidates. Those who attempted it 

got very poor marks. 

 

(a)   India is known for tea production. 

        (i)    Name the region where tea is mostly grown in India.             [1] 

 

                Many candidates failed to name the region which was Assam.  

 

        (ii)   State two physical factors favouring the growth of tea in India.                                        [2] 

    

Candidates were unable to correctly state physical factors which were the ones the question 

expected, the correct expected responses were; abundant rainfall of abourt 1500- 4000 mm per 

year, high temperatures between 21-32 degrees celcious, fertile well-drained soils, steep hilly 

slopes, high humidity and abundant sunshine. 

 

        (iii)  Explain any two problems faced by the tea industry in India.            [4] 

 

A majority of candidates were able to explain the problems as; lack of labour due to urbanisation, 

climate change which affects the tea plants, less water available for tea plants, competition for 

land as the country is overpopulated and owners are failing to modernise. 

 

(b)   Study photograph H and I which show the type of vegetation found in Brazil. 

        (i)    Give three neighbouring countries of Brazil.                           [3] 

 

Candidates failed name the three countries which were; Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru, 

Argentina, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana. 

      (ii)   Name the climatic region in which the vegetation shown in Photograph H and I is found. 

           Candidates were able to name the regions as equatorial rain forest/ tropical rainforest. 

        (iii)  Describe the vegetation shown in Photograph H and I.              [2] 

Candidates failed to describe the photographs as others referred to green leaves which the 

photos did not show as they were black and white. The correct answers were; dense/thick forests, 

tall trees, varying heights, aerial roots, buttress roots and climbing plants. 
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(c)   Suggest three reasons for the decline in natural rubber production in Brazil. 

 

This question was challenging to candidates as mostly failed to get maximum marks. The correct  

answers were, dropping of world market prices, leaf diseases, competition with synthetic  

rubber, high costs of farming production, deforestation and rubber trees take a long time to mature. 
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JC GEOGRAPHY  

                                                   Paper 527/02 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS 
 
The total number of candidates who sat for the paper was 10 667 which showed a decline of 262 compared 
to 2018 when there were 10939 candidates. The paper tested candidates on the following skills; knowledge 
with understanding, analysis and interpretation as well as judgement and decision making. The question 
paper had four questions in all and candidates were required to answer all questions. 
 
Question 1 (Map Reading and Interpretation) and Question 2 (Research Skills) proved to be the most 
challenging questions with some candidates in some centres scoring a zero. Question 3 (Physical 
Geography) was fairly attempted with some candidates getting maximum marks. However, in some centres 
some candidate scored a zero. Question 4 (Population and Settlements) was well handled by a majority of 
candidate scoring above half the total marks allocated for the question and quite a reasonable number 
scoring maximum marks which is highly commendable. 
 
The issue of negatives is still a challenge to some candidates as they lost marks; for example, in question 
4(a) (iii) candidates who chose site D as a site they rejected responded negatively by saying the area is 
not flat instead of saying the area is hilly. On another note it has been observed that in some centres 
some candidates would just leave blank spaces without attempting a single part in a whole question. 
The overall performance of candidates was fair with a majority of candidates scoring between 15 and 25 
marks. The highest score was 37 out of 40 and the lowest score was 1 out of 40. 
 
Recommendations to Teachers. 
1. It is highly recommended that teachers should give special attention to Map Reading and 

Interpretation as it carries 15 marks which is 37.5% of the total marks of the paper. 

 

2. Special attention should also be given to Research Skills as it has been proven that candidates 

struggled in answering the question as a majority of them scored a zero. 

 

3. Teachers should also emphasize to candidates the use of the given resources (figures) to answer 

questions rather than answering questions based on their knowledge yet answers are to be drawn 

from the resource. 
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COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 
 
Question 1 – Map Reading and interpretation. 
 
This was a challenging question to a majority of candidates which resulted in a low performance. However, 

in some centres some candidates managed to score the maximum marks which is highly commendable. 

The most challenging sub-questions were (a) (ii), (b) (ii), (iii) and (v), (c) (i) and (iii). 

 
(a)    (i)    What is the Representative Fraction scale of the map? 
 

Most Candidates were able to give the Representative Fraction scale of the map as 1:25 000 
although some wrote the scale in words as One is to twenty-five thousand which was wrong. 

 
        (ii)   What class of road is the Riviere Noire road? 

 

          Most candidates failed to give the correct answer which was Main A, instead they just wrote 

main road or A which was incorrect. 

 

        (iii)  Give the height of the summit in square 8988. 

 

A majority of Candidates were able to give the correct height as 545 Metres, however some lost 

marks for omitting the units. 

 

(b)    (i)    What is the general direction of flow of the River du Rempart. 

 

Most candidates were able to state he direction as South West, although used abbreviations 

which is not encouraged. They must write in full.  

 

        (ii)   Measure the whole circle bearing of the trigonometrical station at square 8983 from the 

trigonometrical station at 8781. 

 

Few candidates managed to get the correct answer which was 37º. Most candidates would either 

give a far less or far more angle which was attributed to inaccuracy especially in drawing the 

North line. 

 

        (iii)  What is the six figure grid reference of the Water Tank in the South Western part of the 

map below Grand Riviere Noire river? 

 

Most candidates failed to get the correct reference which was 850811. Their wrong responses 

were due to that they added 1 in their third and sixth figures. 

 

        (iv)  Measure the distance in metres along the Private road from its junction in square 8786 to 

its junction with the road to Magenta dam in square 8986. 

 

A majority of candidate failed to measure the distance which was 2700 meters. Even those who 

were able to measure the distance correctly, their answers were rendered incorrect because they 

gave the distance in the wrong units of 2.7km 
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         (v)  The height of the junction at 8786 is 55 metres above sea-level and the height of the 

junction at 8986 is 110 metres above sea-level. Calculate gradient between the between 

the two junctions. 

 

Most candidates failed to get the correct answer here. They were able to calculate the VI and 

failed to get the HE, yet the HE was the distance they have measured in (b)(iv) above. The correct 

answer was 

  

    VI    = 110m – 55m 

     HE        2700m 

               =        55m 

       2700m 

                 =          1   or 1: 49   or 1 in 49 

          49 

 

(c)   (i)     State three facilities found in the town of Tamarin. 

This was a generally well done question by most candidates as they were able to give correct 

facilities as Post Office, School, Church, Market, Hotel, Dispensary, Village Hall, Play 

Ground and public Beach. However, some Candidates gave services provided in these 

facilities such as Entertainment, Posting, Education, etc. which was wrong. 

 

        (ii)   Give two reasons why the South Eastern part of the map is without settlements? 

 

 Most candidates were able to identify that the South Eastern part of the map is without 

settlements because of Steep Slopes, Mountainous/ Rugged terrain and forest.  

 

   (iii)  What is the main land use in the Northern and part of the central part of the map 

 

  A majority of candidates failed to give the correct answer which was Sugar Plantations, instead 

they wrote cultivation or farming or growing which was wrong. 

 

 

Question 2 – Research Skills 

 

This was a very challenging question as most candidates got a 1 or a zero. Very few candidates were able 

to score above 3 marks. 

  

(a) What is the first step involved when one has to conduct a research? 

 

Most candidates were unable to get this one correct as they gave responses like; getting the sample 

or choosing area where to collect data instead of choosing the topic or identifying the problem. 

 

(b) Define the stratified sampling method. 

 

Most candidates displayed no idea of stratified sampling as most of them said 

It was sampling at regular intervals. Very few candidates were able to get the correct answer which 

was sites or subjects to be studied are pre-selected according to type or groups. 
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(c) State one factor to be considered in data collection. 

 

A majority of candidates failed to get the correct answer as they wrote, saves time, unbiased instead 

of; decide where to collect data, how data will be collected, what equipment will be used, what 

sampling method will be used, time to be taken, etc. 

 

(d) Give one advantage of an interview. 

 

Candidates also had a challenge in answering the question as they wrote responses like; eye 

witnesses, you get correct information, it is unbiased. Expected responses included; you get 

information fast or instantly, you can ask for clarification, high response rate, get first-hand information, 

etc. 

 

(e) Name the type of graph used to present rainfall data. 

 

This was a generally well done question as most candidates were able to give the correct answer as 

Bar Graph/Chart. 

 

3.     This was a fairly attempted question although (b) gave some of the candidates a challenge. 

 

(a)   (i)    Name the eclipse shown in Figure 1. 

 

    The question was well answered by most candidates as they were able to give the correct answer 

as Lunar eclipse or eclipse of the moon, although there were those who said it was the solar 

eclipse. 

 

        (ii)   Identify the heavenly body labelled X in Figure 1. 

 

Most candidates were able to identify the heavenly body as the Sun, there were those who either 

wrote earth or moon. 

 

        (iii)  Name the phase of the moon in which the eclipse shown in Figure 1 occurs. 

 

              This was a fairly attempted question as some candidate were able to give  

    the correct answer as full moon although others wrote new moon, old  

    moon or half-moon which were incorrect. 

 

        (iv)  Using Figure 1 describe how the eclipse occurs. 

  

 This question was challenging to most candidates failed to describe how the eclipse occur. Very 

few candidates managed to give good descriptions of how the eclipse occurs like; It occurs at 

full moon, when earth is between the sun and moon, all three bodies lie in a straight line, 

earthcasts its shadow on the moon making it dark. 
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(b)  (i)    What movement within the earth’s crust has resulted in the formation of the landforms 

shown as A and B in Figure 2. 

 

Most candidates had a challenge in answering this question as they wrote earthquakes, 

volcanoes and folding instead of Faulting. 

 

   (ii)    Name the landforms marked as A and B in Figure 2. 

 

A few candidates were able to get the correct answers as A – Horst or Block Mountain and B 

– Graben or Rift valley. 

 

   (iii)   Using Figure 2 describe how the landforms shown as A and B have been formed. 

 

This was a challenging question as few candidates were able to describe how the landforms are 

formed. Candidates were expected to respond thus; two parallel faults formed by tensional 

forces, as forces pull apart middle part subsides forming a rift valley, parts on either sides 

form block mountains. 

 

4     This was a well attempted question by most candidates with a large number scoring above half the 

total marks allocated for the question. It is highly commendable that a couple of candidates in some 

centres were able to score maximum marks in this question. 

 

(a) (i)    Which is the best site for the location of the village? 

 

  Most candidates were able to give the correct answer as Site B, although a few chose Site C. 

 

        (ii)   Give two reasons for the site you have chosen. 

 

Most candidates were able to give reasons for choosing the site as; rivers and streams, 

Grassland and Deep soils. 

 

        (iii)  State giving a different reason for each why you rejected any two of the other sites.  

 

A reasonable number of candidates were able to give reasons why they rejected the other sites 

as; 

     A – dense forest 

     C – swamp  

     D – hilly with thin soils. 

However, a number of candidates could not score any marks for this question as they just wrote 

the reasons for rejection without specifying which site they were rejecting. 
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(b)   (i)    Using Figure 4, define overpopulation. 

 

    This was a fairly well done question as most candidates were able to define overpopulation as a 

situation whereby the population exceeds the resources. 

 

 

        (ii)   Using Figure 4, state two reasons why Swaziland has a high birth rate. 

 

Most candidates were able to use Figure 4 to give the reasons which were; Desire for boys, 

Lack of family planning, Proof of men’s virility and Teenage pregnancies. However, some 

candidates gave other reasons for high birth rate such as polygamy, lack of population policy, 

etc. which were not in Figure 4 which were marked incorrect. 

 

        (iii)  Using Figure 4, state two reasons why MEDCs have achieved a Reduction in birth rates. 

 

A majority of candidates did well in this question as they were able to use Figure 4 to give the 

reasons for the reduction in birth rates in MEDCs as; improved women status, education and 

high living standard. However, candidates gave answers not in Figure 4 such as having a 

population policy which were marked wrong. 

 

        (v)   Using Figure 4, calculate the population density of Swaziland. 

 

This question was a bit challenging as most candidates did have an idea of the formula for 

calculating population density. However, candidates in some centres calculated the density 

correctly and gave the answer as 69.1 persons/km2.  

   

      

 

 

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


